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CHAPTER IV.
(Oontined. )
Overtures from the Opposition
| HLE established herself In a
pretty villa elosely adjolning
the Golden House; it stood
] opposite the Presidsntial
grounds, commanding a view
| of that stately inclosure; and here
' ahe dwelt, under the oare of a lady
whom she called “aunt,” ksown to
| tho rest of the world aa Mrs, Car-
| rington, The title “Signorina” was
§ pursly professional; for all I know
the name “Nugent” was equally &
creature of choloe; but, anyhow, the
ludy herself never professed to be
apything but English, and openly
stated that ashe retalned her title
simply becauss it was more musical
than that of “miss.”

Tha old lady and the young one
lived together in great apparent
comfort; for thay probably got
through more money than any one
«a the town, and there always ssemed
to be plenly more where Lhat came
from.

Where It did coms from was, I
need hardly say, a subject of keen
curiosity in social circles; and when
1 state that the Bignorina was now
about twenty-thres years of age and
of remarkuply prepossessing appear-
ance, it will be allowed that we in
Whittingham were no worse than
other people If we sntertained some
uncharituble suspicions,

®  The Signorina, however, did not
" mike the work of detection at all
5 easy. She bocame almost at once a
¢ leading figure in soclety; her “salon™
wiks the leading meeting place of all
parties and most sets; she received
&« many gracious attentions frdm the
Golden Houmse, but none on which
,slander could definitely settle, Bhe
was also frequently the hostess of
members of the vpponition, and of no
. one more often than their leader,
George McGregor, a gentleman
, @f Scolenh extraction, but not pro-
gouncedly mnational characteristics,
, Who had attained & high position In
the land of his adoption; for not only
did he lead the opposition In politics,
byt he was also second In command

. of the army,.

He entered the chamber as one of
the Frealdent's nominees (for the
latte, had reserved to himself power
19 nominate flve members), but at
the time of which 1 write the Colonel

3 had deserted his former chief, and,
secure in his popularity with the
forces, defied the man by whose help
be had risen. Naturally the Presldent
digliked him, a feching 1 cordinlly
sbared. But his excellency's disap-
proval did not prevent the Bignorina
recelving McGregor with great cor-
diality, though bere again with no
pore empressement than his position
asemed Lo dejuund,

I have as much curfjosHy as my
neighbors, and I was proportionately
.uuuod when the doors of “Mon
‘“ﬁ" as the Slgnorina called her

nce, wore opened to wme. My
wiuu). I must confess, was not
unmixed with other feelings; for I
was a young man of heart, though
events had thrown sombreing reapon-
sibilitles upon me, and the sight of
the Signorina in her dally drives was
enough to Ilnspire a thrill evem in
the soul of & bank manager. Bhe
waa certainly very beautiful—a tall,
falr girl, with straight features and
laughing eyes.

1 shall not attempt more deascrip-
tlon, because all such doeacriptions
sound commonplace, and the Signor-
ine was, even by the admission of
ber enemies, at lenat very far from
commonplace. It must suflice Lo say
thet, lke Father O'Flynn, she "had
sugh a way with her” that all of us
men in Aureataland, eld and young,
rloh wnd poor, were at her feet, pr
ready to be there on the least en-
couragement,

Bhe was, to my thinking, tha very
genlus of health, beauty and gayety;
and she put the prownlng touch to

1. her charma by very opanly and frank-
1y soliciting and valulng the admira-
tlon she recelved, For, after all, it's
only exceptional men who are at-
tracted by difMells beauty: to moat

of us u gracious reception of our

/) subtle

timld advances (s the most
temptation of the devil

It may be supposed, then, that I
thought my monsy very well in-
vested when It prnt‘ured me an Invi-
tation to “"Mon Repos™ where the
lady of the house was In the habit of
allowing a gentesl amount of gam-
bling wumong her male friends  She
never played herrelf, but stood anA
looked on with mueh Interest. On
occaslon she would tempt fortuns
by the hand of a chooen deputy, and
nothing could be prettler or more
artistic than her behavior,

Bhe was just eager enough for a
girl unuszed to the excllement and
fond of triumph, just indifferant
sgough to show that her play was

arely n pastime, and the gnin of
the money or ita loss & matter of
no momaent. Ah, Slgnurinn, you wers
[ rvut nrtint!

: “Mon Jtepos”™ 1 sou=
habitual, and, 1 was fain to think, a
weleomu  guest, Mrs, Carrington,
who entertained a deep distrust of
the manners and excesses of Aure-
ataland, was gond enough to con-
slder me eminently respectable,
whila the Signorine was gruclousness
ftself. 1 was even admitied (o the
saleort oircle at the dinper party,
which, as 4 rule, preceded hor Wad.
neadny evening recaption, and I was
a econstant flgure round the little
siplattc board, which, of all forme
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Gold

of gaming, was our hoatess’s favorite
delsctation. The Colonel was, not to

my pleasurs, an equaily invariable |

“I have always trusted fortune,” he
;o.ulld say, “and to me she is not

ckle,”

“Who would be fliokle If Your Ex-
cellency were pleased to trust her?
the Signorina would reapond, with &
glance of almost fond admiration.

This sort of thing did not please
McGregor. He made no concealment
of the fact that he claimed the fore-
most place among the BSignorina's
admirers, utterly declining to make
way even for the President.

The latter took his boorishness

very quletly, and I could not avold
the conclusion that the DPresident
held, or thought he held, the trumps. |
1 was, naturally, intensely jealous of
both these great men, and, although |
1 bad no cause to complain of my
treatment, I could not stifie some re- |
sentment at the {dea that I was, af- |
ter all, an outsider and not allowed
a part in the real drama that was go-
ing on, My happiness was further
d‘un . by ltha fact that luck ran |
steadlly nst me, and 1 saw I
bonus dmlw very rapldly, el

1 suppose 1 may as well be rn.nk
and confess that my bonus, to speak
strictly, vanished within six months
after I first set foot in “Mon Repoa,”
and I found it necessary to make that
temporary use of the “interest fund"
which the President had indicated as
ever open; my uneasiness on this
score was lightened when the next
instalment of Interest was punctually
pald, and, with youghful confidence,
1 made little doubt that luck would
turn before long.

Thus time passed on, and the be-
ginning of 1884 found us all leading
an apparently merry and untroubled
life. In public affuirs the temper was
very difforent. The scurcity of money
was Intenne, and serous murmuring !
ha:i arisen  when the President)|
“squandered” his ready tmoney in
paying intereat, leaving his clivil ser-
vaanils and soldiers unpald,

This was the topic of much dis.
cussion in tho press at the time when
I went up one March evening to the|
Sigorina’s, I had been detained at the |
bank, and found the |I, In full
swing when 1 came In, e Bignorina
Wi laking no part in it, but sat by
herself on & low lounge by the ve-
randa window., | went up to her and
made my bow,

“You spare us but little of your
time, Mr, Martin," she sald,

“Ah, but you have all my thoughts,” |

1 replied, for sha wus looking t.hu.rm. |

Ing.

“l don't care so much about your
thoughts,” she sald. Then, after a
paums, she went on: “It's very hot|
here; come into the conservatory."

It almost locked ps though she had |
been walting for me, and I followed
In high delight into the long, narrow,
kluss house running parallel to the
“salon.” High green plants hid us
from the view of those inside, and we
only heard distinotly his excelivncy's
voice, suying with much geniality to
the Colonel: “Woell, you must be
lucky In love, Colonel,” from which 1
cunciuded that the Colonel was Dot
in the vein at cards.

The Signorina smlled slightly as
she heard; then she plucked a white
roge, turned round, and stood fucing
me, shghtly flushed ag thoughb witn
soine inner excilement,

I wm afraid those two gentlumen
do not love one anothor,” she swd,

“"Hardly,"” 1 ussented.

“And you, duv you love them-—or
either of them?

"l love gnly one person in Auresta-
land,” 1 replied, us ardently as 1
dared,

The Signorina bit her rose, glanc-
Ing up al me with unfelgned amuses
ment and pleasure, 1 think 1 have
mentioned that she didn't object to
honest admiration,

“ls It possible you mean meo? she
sald, making me a little curtsey, *“l
only think so because most of the!
Whittingham ladies would not u.tury,
your fastidlous taste,”

“No lady In the world could utluty.
me except one,” | answered, thinking
she took It a little too lightly,

“Ah, #0 you say,” she sald, A.nd|
yet 1 don't suppose r(ou would do
anything for me, Mr. Martin?"

“It would be my greatest happl-
ness,” | cried.

Bhe said nothing, but stood there,
biting the rose.

“ive 1t me," 1 sald; it shall be my
badge of service.”

“You will serve me, then?" sald she,

“For what reward?"

“Why, the rose!’

*l should like the owner, too,” 1
ventured to remark.
“The rose (s prettler than the

owner,"” sha sald; "and, at any rate,
one thing at a time, Mr. Martin! Do
yau puy your servants all their wagres
in ndvance?"

My practice was so much to the
contrary that I really couldn’t deny
the force of her reasoning. Bhe held
out the rose, I selged It and pressed
It close to my lips, thereby squashing
It considerably.

“"Dear me,” sald the Blgnoring, *1
wonder If [ had glven you the other
thing whether you would have treat-
ed It so roughly."

“I'll show you In a moment,” sald 1.

‘“Thank you, no, not just now," nhv|
sald, showing no wlarm, for she knew
#he wns safe with me. Then she sald
abruptly:

"Are you a Constitutionalist or a
Liberal, Mr. Martin?"

I must explaln that,
race for the
dont'a party

in the usual
former title, the Presl.
hnd been first at the
post, and the Colonel's gang (as [
privately termed i) had to put up
with the alternative desfgnation.
Neither nume bore any relation to
facis,

“Aro we going to talk polltiesy”
sald I, repreachfully.

“Yes, a lttle; you see we got tol
an lmpasse on the other tople, Tell
v

“Which are you, Blgnorina? 1
asked,

1 really wanted to know; go did a
gEreat many peaple,

ﬁ;a thought for & moment, and then
sald:

"l have a great regard for the Pros-
Ident. He hus been most kKind to me.
He has shown me real affectlon."

"The devil he has!" | mutterad.

"I beg your pardon?’ suld she.

"l only sald, 'Of course he has'
The Prealdent has the usual complas
ment of eyves'

(To Be Continued.)
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baking powders,

No Alum

Successful use by millions of women for gen-
erations and expert scientific opinion have
thoroughly established the superior merits of

ROYAL

BAKING POWDER

Absolutely Pure

No substitute exists for mak-
ing biscuits, cake, muffins and
pastry of equal quality and

Royal is made from Cream of Tartar,
derived from grapes—a natural food
element —as contrasted with materials
from mineral sources used in cheaper

No Phosphate
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Here Is Your Opportunity

FOR the present we will continue the sale of
certain Elevated-Oven and Double-Oven
Gas Ranges and “Cookers” at

Half Our Regular Prices to Persons Living in
Manhattan and the Bronx

Take advantage of these remarkable oﬂ‘erinn;

$8.9 cash;
Just Half Our Regular FPrice

DOUBLE OVEN,

ELEVATED OVEN 13.% cash;

“COOKERS,”

$9,% in casy installments;

$15.% in easy installments;

ul Hulf Our Regular Price
85 00 cash;

ashes or kindlings to handle.

night.

No. 157 Hester Street
Tel. Cannl 8400

No. 130 E, 15th Street

Tel. Stupvesant 400§

No. 140 E. 15th Street

Tel. Bluyveaani 4050

No. 142 East IEth Stmt
Toi. Stuyvesant I

Tel,

A GAS RANGE assures your having a cool Kitchen this Summer.

Tel, Bryent 23438

No. 2084 Third Avenue
Tel, Harlem 8306

No. 281 Lenox Avenue
Morningside 190
No. 173 Hunter Avenue

Long Island City

Tel. datorie 1088

5.5 in easy installments;
Just Uelf Our Regular Price

" Our sales were very large last week and it is our desire to dis-
pose of the balance of this stock.

No

| A GAS WATER HEATER fumishes hot water in any quantity day or
Communicate with or visit one of these Gas Offices:

No. 112 W. 42d Street

No. 32 West 125th Street

Tel, Horlem 8583

No. 1909 Amsterdam Ave.

Tel. Auduben §200

Courtlandt Av. & 148th St.

Tel. Melrsas 3009

No. 1815 Webster Aunuo

+ Trement 24

““The Right Way is the Gas Way"

Consolidated Gas Company of New York

GEO. B. CORTELYOU, President

An Advertisement by Request

Many of our subecribers who are interested in developing pleasin
ne manners among their employees, have uked us to publ n:
the simple rules that should be observed in answering the telephone.

The following general card is presented in response to these requests:

To Our Employees:

E encourage and desire helephm trade, It
makes up a large pucenuge our annual
sales. Every employee, therefore, should be
particularly comsiderate of all telephone
callers and should lunc[le telephone in & wa
that will reflect credit on the store and hold the
will and patronage of our customers.
Please read the following suggestions on answering
the telephone and follow them at every opportunity :
1. Always answer the telephone prompily.
2. Don't say “Hello,” Answer with your name and
the name of your department.
3. Be ready with your order pad, in order not to
keep your caller waiting.
. If you require help in handling the call properly,
get it at once, or politely transfer the call to
the employee who can best handle it.

5. If you answer for another employee, offer to take
the message, then call it to the other'sattention at
the first opportunity.

6. Remember, abruptness or indifference drives
away trade.

7. Maintain the same courtesy and consideration in
a telephone conversation that you would with
your customer face to face.

B. E. COURTEOUS AND WIN COMPANY

Would not the above card, modified to npplyb:o your business, be

an added encouragement to your employees to efficient
over the »

| Economy

| FurnitUaie

Open HBaturday Fvenlnas Until 10 o'Clock
al all thres stores,

& o = /f’w

One Dollar
n Delivery

AND THE BALANCE.

Oc A WEEK

| Openan AccountThis Week

WITH THIS GENUINE

$35 Victor Victrola ouit

Consisting of 825 Victrola No. 8 (Golden Oak only)
and $10 worth of Records (your own selections),

P~ You Do Not Have To Buy Any Other Goods

Mail Orders Promptly Filled

It you caunes call send your order for amy
Vistrola Hur.ht -uh ouir name and res, W
Dept, W2, atl delivery will be ot

You ‘an ey fimt payment on

& en an Account
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andertully liberal offer fequites Deliser Any VTCTHOLA 00 TR § 00 W plesss  yon,
0O (LUR FEVS Aoywhiere Within 25 Miles, sl You § S0 statips  with Vietor
NO INTEREST ADIRED. Cun Pay for It in Sl Weekly ap § 200le |
NO EXTHA CHARGES 0’ ANY KIND Manthily Pavments,
l *
Open an Account With Any Carrliage or Refrigerator| Accounis Opened From ] ]
PAY FOR IT §1 ON DELIVERY $5 to $5,000
and the Balance un Small Weekly or Monthly .i

Fuy mentas,

90c a Week

Beg. Price 812,50 Heg. Price 825

1.9918.95°7"

Cush or l rrllll

Waile hiend
-....| ,|n |- k€ i

Small Accounts
Fspeclllly lnvlt«l

U fan open an acceunt with
slrigin advertiged arilcle or
v 48 vaou wish 1o buy

Ull Specia 389 Ni Readly
to Start

¥ nu- Oatfit

Complete 4-Room Ontﬂl $98

ther 2. % 4 and N-Hoom
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L --h wr I rr|I||

'r | lf 1 '|-II ahy. |'a
Mimvy 1o I fak " ]

:.- (ot dham il

twt Lhuagantesl € sanitary 1

Flean onlorioms wiag msle Wbt

wilitar 1

DOUBLE f  144-146 Furivare House. D 1o QRST,
i) o0 Judgatmann 5,36
Z[129. > Peempy §ave.

“W WeHave Only Two Stores in Greater New York ™




